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Committes on China

(Minutes of the Forty-Seventh Meeting ~- 1i)0, 30 August 1953)

25X1A%a  Present: Hessea. [
25X1X7  cuests : messrs. |GGG I 05 1A%

Lurrent Topics
25X1A9%9a :
do Mm_ S/TR, introduced g rounctable cdiscussion vy rev.owing
the SAILS Southsast Asian Conserence. The major themes were econamic develcop~
mant., nationallsm, commanism, membership in the U.N., and foreign aid.

25X1A9a 2, Y. I /5, discussad the possibility ef a serious laumine
in North Vietnam. Some estimate that 1,000,000 peopls will die in 1955. The
famine in 1945 may have claimed 600,000 ©¢ 2,000,000. It is not believed that
starvation in 1955 will be sc great as 1945 beesuse the clreurstancesand condi-
tions are different. The DRV has greater control teday than existed ia 1945 and
demostrated in 1946 that starvation can b nvert sd, TFood suortages are not
belisaved to be so serious as previously estimated. Bmphasis ls being placed on
secondary crops. The condltion which exipts this year is not particularily
unusual, It 1s also believed that if the: food shortage 1s so great as estimated
greater amount of aid would be forthcoming from the SinceSoviet Bloc. In con=
clusion it is doubted that starvation on more then a local, restricted basis,
wlill develop. '

25XIX7 5 e . o-ococted o ihumbnail sketch of the

Indoneslan sconomy and some of their basic economic problems., Indonesia must

gain political stability, internal security and economic planning before the

particular economic problems can be oversons.

Topdcs for Futurs Consideration
25X1A%a 1. Devrisfing of Mr. | stratecic staff, Tokyo.

25X1A9a 2, Briefing by Mr.- Chief, CSE&, on C58 current suppori roie.

3. The ralationship of economic growih in pariicular secltors oi wie
{hinese Communist econcmy.

Agenda for 13 September L1955

1, Contiauvation of roundt able discussion on Southeast aAsia,:

2. GOurreant items.
25X1A9%a
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